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Thirty one years have elapsed since the late Dr Richard Asher described the widely travelled patient with a dramatic and untruthful history, and dedicated the syndrome to Baron Hieronymus Karl Friedrich, Freiherr von Munchausen.' Asher sug- gested that the syndrome was common, and described three patients with abdominal Munchausen syndromes (laparotomophilia migrans). The majority of clinicians seldom encounter patients whose deception matches that of Asher's 4 The problems of management39 persist despite formal psychiatric consultations, and help from social workers and the Samaritans. AS will no doubt continue to perplex casualty officers and neurosurgeons in the years to come. Hounsfield's invention of the CT scanner'0 will spare him the burr holes and ventriculography that Mcllroy suffered, and he is fortunate that exploratory craniotomy does not share the same vogue as exploratory laparotomy.
